
How to format a crosstab in Cognos 8.4 
 

Aim: show cells in crosstab green, whenever a calculated difference is above zero. 

Other request: format every figure above average green. Format above 100% change as green. And 

so on.  

This example illustrates how to create a crosstab and a calculation and format the cells within the 

crosstab according to the calculation, which is not visible or in as total somewhere else in the 

crosstab itself. 

Final crosstab will look like this: 

 

 

Start ReportStudio: 

 

Select to create a crosstab: 



 

Select a package of your choice … we used “GO Sales”  

Put dimension of your choice in the header, e.g. Month Key. 

 

 

Put a fact of your choice in the crosstab center. 

 

Edit the query: 



 

 

Add a data item: 

 

Have it calculate something, that is easy meaning something to you: 



 

 

Set the dataitem „Aggregate function“ to „calculated“: 

 

 

Open condition explorer and add a variable: 

 

 

For our case a boolean variable is ok.  



 

 

Make it true above “0”. 

 

Go to your page: 

 

Select your fact-data and click on the style variable: 

 

 



Select the Variable created before: 

 

Result: 

 

Open the condition Explorer and select „yes“: 

 



Change the backgground-color to green: 

 

 

 

 

Double Click the green marked condition explorer. 



 

Result .. nothing selected: 

 

Click the header …  



 

Open the properties: 

 

Select the until now hidden data-item (it is added to the available objects in the crosstab like this!) : 

 

 



 

Ready! 

 

Run  

 

Result: Figures with positive (opening-closing stock=still in stock) are green. 

 

 

Author: Ralf Roeber (ralf.roeber@now-consulting.de, ralf@roeber.de)  

Thanks! With a little help from Ingald Forss. 

Thanks! To my wife and wonderful son. You make me happy and add a sense to my life.  

Thanks! To Knut for sharing the question with me. 

Have a look at our company homepage at www.now-consulting.de  

3 December 2009, Stuttgart. 
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